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THE NOUN PHRASE 



Your students may wonder why they did not examine the subject NP before 
the VP_because of the subject* e initial position in a kernel sentenced Our 
discovery method of analysis prompt? us to divide each kernel sentence 
into two parts, NP and VP. If a student developed the NP rules first, 
he could become confused by the frequent appearance of other Noun Phrases 
in the sentence (actually within the part he would be calling the VP. ) Fur- 
thermore if we reverse the order of the rules, we would be forced to recon- 
sider NP rules again as we develop the VP. Our order of roles, we be - 
lieve, reduces confusion and eliminates needless duplication. 

RULE (13): NP — » T + N + N° 

Further examination would reveal that the determiner (T) could be sub- 
divided into various smaller groups, so that we could distinguish between 
the uses of the definite determiner ( the) , the indefinite (a, an, and some) , 
and the special use of the as a genericldieterminer, where it would refer 
to die use of toe in sentences like "The horse is a powerful animal. ”, and 
the use of a zero determiner as in sentences like 1 riorses are four-legged 
mammals, and "Love of money is the root of all evil. " A chart might 
show this differentiation: 



sing 


definite 

the 


indefinite 

ajan 


generic 

the 


plur 


the 


some 


* 


m 


the 


some 


0 



Yet this division would still not account for the zero determiner with proper 
nouns. Further consideration of this problem will be dealt with in expan- 
sion of the noun phrase rules, ei^eially in later years. 

Exercise 1; Page 1 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

3. 

7. 

3. 

9 . 

10 . 

11 * 



The bov / slept. 

The house/ burned down. 

The cat/ climbed the tree. 

A monkey / threw the banana. 

A jeep/ goes everywhere. 

An ainle/ rolled away. '*■ 

Some books / were left here. 

The la^ a/Seases me. 

These peo ple /have built a swimming pool. 
The smoke/ rose slowly. 

Thai school / is my alma mater. 



T N 
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the 

the 

toe 



boy 

house 

cat 
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- 2 - 
monkey 


a 


jeep 


an 


apple 


some 


books 


the 


idea 


these 


people 


the 


smoke 


uiat 
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As your students consider determiners in this unit, they might wish to 
add them to their lexicons. You may need to point out that the essential 
noun phrase (subject) of a kernel sentence includes only the determiner 
plus noun (T + N). Words added to expand the subject are not allowed 
as optional elements in a kernel sentence; in other words, when the sim- 
ple noun pnrase (subject) is expanded the sentence becomes a transformation. 



Exercise 2: Pag® 2 



*v 



Answers will vary but responses might be similar to these: 



1. 

2 . 

3, 

A 



# 



5 . 

3. 

7 e 



9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13 . 

K. 

A * C 

v 10. 



The boy ran quickly. 

The man gave them some money. 

A teacher lost the book. 

This man is our father. 

The lady borrowed two eggs. 

Some children knocked on the door. 

That noise makes me angry. 

These sentences are hard to understand. 
The teachers are our friends. 

The crate contains oranges , 

An ftggle^feli from the tree. 

Those fences were burned down. 

That story surprised me. 

This machine s preads the blacktop. 
Some dirt lies on the floor. 



wOij'.e students might possibly give a singular noun for the subject in Sentence 
C, Either a singular noun (boy ) or a plural noun ( children ) would be all right. 
Because of the singular ver.> lies" in Sentence 15 the subject must be either 
singular (if it is a countable noun) or a non -countable noun. Some students 
might want t© write the following: 'Some girl lies on the floor. ” Others ' 
may choose to write, 5 'Some 3ugar lies on the floor. " 



Exercise 3: Page 2 



Again answers should vary, but each blank must have an appropriate de- 
terminer. Possible answers would be 



1. A fish grabbed the worm, 
or 

The fish grabbed the worm. 
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2. The woman washed the dishes. 

or 

A. woman washed the dishes. 

S. The bell rang in the distance, 
or 

A bell rang in the distance. 

^ Some people came to see the car. 

or 

The people came to see the car. 

5. The airplane circled above the fog. 

<*r 

An airplane circled above the fog. 

# 3. A deer hit the car. 

or 

The deer hit the car. 
or 

Some deer hit the car. 

#(As "deer" is both singular and plural a, the, and some should be accep- 
table.) 

?. Some children stepped in the wet cement. 

or 

The children stepped in the wet cement 

3. This book belongs to me. 

or 

That book belongs to me. 
or 

The book belongs to me. 

9. The pictures came from the art gallery. 

or 

These pictures came from the art gallery, 
or 

Some pictures came from the art gallery, 
or 

Those pictures came from the art gallery, 

10. Some parts are difficult. 

or 

Those parts are difficult, 
or 

T hese parts are difficult. 

_ or 

The parts are difficult. 



o 




Page 2 (Other Noun Phrases found in the sentences. ) 

Students should have no trouble spotting several Noun Phrases in addition 
to the essential subject NP* (Although th<c NP in Sentences 3, *>, 7, and 9 
is part of an adverbial of location, your students would not need to know 
this in order to recognize the NP. ) 

• rVl«V WW v* *.<»• 

2. the dishes 

3. the distance ( in the distance is locative. See Rule (IX). ) 

4. the car (This NP is actually the object of the infinitive. ) 

5 . the fog ( above'tHe for; is locative. ) 

3 ear 

7. the cement (in the cement is locative* You might remind students 

that the presince of "wet" keeps this from being a kernel 
sentence. ) 

o. me (Because this NP is actually a pronoun it may be difficult for 
most students to see and you will probably not want to force it 
at this point* Students are introduced to pronouns later on page 3 . 

8. the gallery (Again, the word ,l aiV l has expanded the NT. ) In the art 

gallery is locative. ) 

10. (Difficult is a predicate adjective. See Rule (11). ) 

E xercise 4: Pages 2-3 

■I — — — — 

. T N T N T N 

A. 1. The men gave the girl a present, 

2. T N T N 

Some people called on fee Smiths. 

3. T N T N 

The shirt was on the line . 

4. T N T N 

This candidate will answer the question. 

5* T N T N 
A cloud hid the sun. 

6. " T N T N 

Those skis belong to the club* 

7. T N T N 

The boy is wearing a coat. 

8* T N 

An orange would taste good. 

9. T N T N T N 

The nurse will take these ch ildren to fee hospital. 




10. T 



T N 



The child is a genius. 

mow wmm 4md+*m—+ ■ i ] , w 

B. 1. T N . T N T N 

This report will shed some light on the problem . 
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3. T N T N T N 

Some men climb this mountain without a rest. 



4. T N T N 

T hese binoculars make that ship seem close. 

5. T N T N 

This tunnel makes an escape possible. 



6* T N T N T N 

A part of that land will need some water. 

# 7. T N T N N 

An elephant can do that work without help . 

#In this sentence students encounter the noun help which seems to have 
no determiner. Perceptive students should see that because they can 
inject a determiner (such as some) help is really a noun* This may 
lead to speculation abcut the "missing 11 determiner. 

Exercise 5; Page 3, 

Several of the sentences in this exercise show students that the NP 
is not always a simple construction. Sentences 3, 5, 7, 9, 10, 71, 

13, 14, and 15 have one or more Noun Phrases which lack determiners. 
Sentence 2 has the adjective large embedded within the NP, Sentence 
3 also contains the adjective large but, in addition, it has no determiner. 
Sentence 10 has an adjective ( iriteresting )embedded within the NP. Sen- 
tences 2 and 10 offer you an opportunity to discuss the alternate forms 
a and an and to indicate that the form which is used is determined by whether 
or not the word immediately following begins with a vowel or a consonant. 
You can point out that although an is the form commonly used with animal. 
the fact that large intervenes makes a acceptable. The reverse is, of 
course, true in 1C. Because interesting starts with a vowel it becomes 
necessary to us© anj> A comparison of sentences within this exercise 
(for example. Sentences 1, 2, and 3) should help students gain insight 
into the possiblities and perplexities of the NP. 



1. The horses ran away s 

# 2. The horse is a (large ) animal . 

# 3. Horses are(largeT aninials. 

4. These people will, be gone tomorrow, (tomorrow is an adverbial 

of time) 




